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In the past decade, suicide rates overall have been decreasing both in

mainland China and Hong Kong. However, rates among young people have
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exhibited a different trend, especially among boys. Given that family size is

shrinking and many have only one child, these tragedies can be

devastating for the surviving members.5
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In Kazuo Ishiguro’'s The Buried Giant :

Nothing Worse than Oblivion

Abstract: This work considers in Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel-- The Buried
Giant, the old coup Axl and Beatrice realized the importance of
having memories because they forget things that they should
remember, even their own son or people who once lived among
them. With the development of the story plot, she-dragon Querig’s
breathe is a reason why people lost their memories; and recall the
past memories no matter good or bad, all of them are very
importance to define each character. On the other hand, as this
novel reveals that not only due to the mist, the psychological trauma
after wars also could be seen as an obstacle that stop people
exhuming their past. Moreover, even though the past is the past but

i1t 1s not an excuse of avoiding from recalling.

Keywords: memory, psychological trauma, oblivion, religion,

individuality

I. A Quest for Erased & Trapped Memories

The author Kazuo Ishiguro was born in Japan and emigrated to
United Kingdom with his family when he was five years old. However,
he did not return to visit Japan until near 30 years later as a
‘British Asian Author’.!

[shiguro in an interview tells Scott Simon that he wanted to write

_48_



about the way societies remember (or forget) their histories, their

dark secrets.

‘I was tempted to look at the actual contemporary events: The
disintegration of Yugoslavia, the Rwanda genocide, France in the years after
the Second World War ... But I didn't really, in the end, want to set it down
in any of those particular settings. I didn't want to write a book that looked
like a piece of reportage ... As a novelist, | wanted to retreat to something a

little bit more metaphorical".”?

Indeed, 7The Buried Giant is one of his masterpieces. The story sets
in England and years of war between Britain and the Saxons had
come to an end. However, a "mist of oblivion" covered the land,
leaving residents with no memories and difficulties to recall about
the past. Axl, an old British man who lives in a cave on the moors,

used to think of the past :

“A small moment when he was walking down the long central corridor of

the warren, his arm around one of his own children, his gait a little

crouched not on an account of age as it might be now, but simply he wishes

to avoid hitting his head on the beams in the murky 1'1gh‘[."3

But it is hard for him to remember the ultimate destination of his
child. His fading memories have made him more and more confused.
Thus Axl and Beatrice, his wife, started on a long journey to find

their loved son before their memories are vanished totally.

Axl and Beatrice as individuality living within the community, are
under governor's domination by religion. The first obvious case is
that after Wistan rescued lad Edwin, Ivor--an elderly misshapen
British man inquired Wistan if he could take Edwin away with him or

just leave the boy at some Christian village since Saxon villagers
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share the superstition that ‘once bitten by a fiend, the boy will
before long turn fiend himself and wreak horror here within our
walls.” ¢ Since they cannot erase villagers' superstition, the only
thing they could do is to seek for God’s help. Fortunately, the old
couple’s son lives in a Christian village where Edwin could go with
them and may grow well under their son’s support. Nonetheless,
“some governors make use of religion for pursuing their political

goals.” °

Just as Lord Brennus uses Monastery for protecting
she-dragon to conquer this land for himself and make wars on
Saxons. It's impossible for the governors to confess their intentions
towards normal villagers, thus in some degree, this deliberately
concealment becomes a tool which could influence people forming
their own consciousness and deform or restrict their extant

cognition.

“Religion is used as a way of manipulating people and is involved in the

governors manipulation policy. The abbot as a representative of religious
power supports Lord Brennus activity against Saxons(the monks protect
Querig for many years and help Brennus to find the one who wants to slay
Querig) " The abbot and other monks believe that God would forgive them
by praying and “exposing their bodies to the wild birds in the cage, hoping
this way to atone for crimes once committed in this country and long

unpunished.”®

. Memory is a valuable asset, no matter good or bad.

In Ishiguro's 7The Buried Giant, the space of writing and the
reconstruction of identity are always organically combined. No matter
how the subject moves, memory is always his core. He knew that to
define identity had to retrieve memories. Back in the novel, the loss

of memory keeps Ishiguro and his characters from moving forward.

Axl and Beatrice has different memories about a day they spent
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together: Axl thought of a young man one day of festivities who
praised Beatrice’s beauty and touched her arm: while Beatrice
recalled that Axl “grew jealous and quarrelled with the man.”’
However, Axl recalled nothing the same like that. They owned
different memories about that day,then Beatrice stresses that: “If
that's how you've remember it, Axl, let it be the way it was. With
this mist upon us, any memory's a precious thing and we'd best
hold tight to it.”®0Obviously, they formed the different memories under

their own willing so that they have different plots constructions.

Memory's forming according to individual willing and there are
always some memories exist in human mind which are too ashamed
to speak out. A sunny evening at the end of summer, when Edwin
was nearly twelve years old and he met a girl near a pond whose
hands was being tied under her body. “The flattened grass around
her marked the area where, by pushing with her legs, she had been
sliding about in her struggle.”® Edwin intended to rescue the girl
when they met at the first glace, however the girl refused him and
argued Edwin was just a boy and too young to face three men older
than him with the possibility that they would beat him. With the
girl’'s useless effort and Edwin’s insistence, she finally compromised
and let him untied her. At that time, Edwin saw the girl’s tears, “the
tear confused him, making him stop in his tracks.”!® After the girl
urged him to hurry up, Edwin just “glancing from time to time at
the soft palms, waiting like a pair of docile creatures.” ° The girl
seems to remain Edwin of his mother who was on traveling, with
“her odour was like that of a fire made from damp wood.”!° Besides,
when Edwin back to his place, the girl's vivid image had often

turned to him no matter time and where he is:

“Some times at night, within his dreams; often in broad daylight, as he was
digging the ground or helping to mend a roof, and then the devil's horn

would grow between his legs. Eventually the horn would go away, leaving
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him with a feeling of shame, and then the girl’s words would return to him:
‘Why did you come to me? Why don't you go help your mother instead? ......
whenever he recalled those words, he would feel his shame anew, and yet he

had been able to see no way forward.”!!

Edwin did not tell anyone about the girl and he keeps that story at
the bottom of him mind. It is not a glory story of him. But this
piece of memory is still one tiny part of his memory, even though is
not proud enough to state. Luckily, not like Axl and Beatrice who
lost their previous memories, Edwin still could recall the things

happened past.

IM.It is no use avoiding from the past memories

For each individual Saxon who suffered from genocide, the sudden
loss of a loved one was psychologically traumatic. Lisa J. Cohen in
“The Handy Psychology Answer Book expressed that from a
psychological perspective, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is a
specific condition in which the injured show dull emotional response,
monotonous conscious feelings to avoid various activities, lose
memory of traumatic events, and lack of motivation or interest in
participating in activities.'? After the trauma, the individual cannot
bear it and choose to suppress the memory in the depth, which is

the process of "internal unionization"'

and reflects the psychological
tendency of people to want to get away from the painful reality.
Every Saxon villagers in "The Buried Giant' who experienced the
genocide is severely traumatized and as for those who did not suffer
from the genocide, trauma also exists because they also felt the
threatening of harm through the genocide. For both people,

atrocities such as the genocide cause severe trauma to them.

“Most would have stood there in that yard, or even come up here where we
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now stand, happy to risk an arrow or spear to enjoy the agonies below.”!?

“They know because they've seen it already, from whence they fled.”!*

The theme of "memory" also runs through the characters in the
novel. The old man Axl has always been resistant to retrieving the
memory, and the real reason for his forgetting is not "mist", but
because both of them(Axl and his wife Beatrice) had hurt each other
when they were young. Axl's neglect of his wife leads to Beatrice's

betrayal of him.

"We can’t even remember those days. Or any of the years between. We

don’t remember our fierce quarrels or the small moments we enjoyed and

treasured. We don’t remember our son or why he's away from us.”'

Their actions also hurt their young son, caused the loss of his son
forever. As a result of the loss of their son, the couple's memory of
their son is blurred. They cannot remember their son, nor can they
remember his face or voice after through the genocide. Throughout
the writing, Kazuo Ishiguro presses down his anger and tells us that
a writer's job is to tell the truth and protect it. Why do people
choose not to confront the past but to hide it? Apparently, some of
them neglected their past on purpose. Just as the monks who live at
present in the monastery, according to Wistan, the predecessor of
the monastery was a hillfort to fight off foes(Britons) charged by
Saxons where is also a place as a sanctuary for Saxon Villagers. A
hillfort used as a monastery now and the old tower where monks
pray was a place where Saxons welcomed invading Britons. Previous
blood and terror were ignored in replace of today’s peace and pray.
Monastery takes an importance role for governors to control their

folk.
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“Foolishness,sir. How can old wounds heal while maggots linger so richly?
Or a peace hold for ever built on slaughter and a magician’s trickery? [ see

how devoutly you wish it, for your old horrors to crumble as dust. Yet they

await in the soil as white bones for men to uncover.”'®

It's like a haze: after Killing, justice would come: but at the end of
the story, Kazuo Ishiguro reveals that another genocide will restart
towards Britons from Saxons. Has peace really come? Of course not.
This is just the foreshadowing of another tragedy. There is no

forever peace after a genocide,

“Those small Saxon boys you lament would soon have become warriors
burning to avenge their fathers fallen today. The small girls soon bearing

more in their wombs, and this circle of slaughter would never be

broken...... This circle of hate is hardly broken.”!’

[t is no use to avoid from recalling the past and only if recall the
past correctly impartially, could people recognize their fault and thus

could come to the repentance.

Conclusion

The reason why Axl and Beatrice left their village is that they want
to retrieve their lost memories which were erased by Querig’s
breath. Without the previous memories, they cannot even recall their
loved son and had no idea about what he looks like and where he
was. Exactly because they know the importance of memory and
nothing worse than lost it. Thus in order to find the erased and
trapped memories back, they started their journey. On the other

side, the lost memories of people is a benefit for the governor to
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rule them easily. Governors use religion and people’s oblivion for
pursuing their political goals and only if the public remember their
past, could they remove their blindfolds and find their meaning of
living. Besides, no matter good or bad or shameful memories are all
part from the whole memories and every tiny piece desire be

remembered.

In a word, nothing worse than Oblivion. Memory is a valuable asset,
no matter good or bad. Once lost, it is in the same degree that a
human being lost the root of existence: grudges were buried not to
say, even the most precious love and affection could become
meaningless. Since then, the amnesia that has plagued the English
valleys has not been a personal, but a national incident. If Saxons in
“The Buried Giant’ donnot find out the truth,and just indulge in
oblivion, pretend to be living in peace, then they are no different
from Arthur's people. In order to win the war, the great King Arthur
tore up the promise about “The Great Law~ which protect the
innocents from be slaughtered and attacked Saxon villages,
slaughtered large numbers of innocent babies. However after
genocide happened, Saxons and Britons still live peacefully: “old foes
as cousins, village by village”.'® What a satire! Even without memory,

the horrible past still can not be erased.
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